
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

    Our sermon series, With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew, consists of several 

sub-series. The current sub-series, Jesus’ Last Week: Kingdom, Conflict, Crucifixion, will take us through 

Matthew 20 - 27 and invite us to find ourselves in the story of Jesus’ journey to the cross. Today’s 

sermon, No Hiding, is the third in the series. You will find an order of service on Page 4 and 

sermon notes on Page 5.  
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Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This 

will give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we 

share the sermons based on passages in the book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Local Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults (interim):  

     Dennis Land 

Connections: Jessica Watson 

Administration/Finance: Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

Text To Give:  325-269-2032 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, March 19: 

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  3:30 p.m.          Youth Confirmation Class 

  5:00 p.m. Kids for Christ 

  5:00 p.m. Youth 

  5:15 p.m. Growth Groups 

  7:30 p.m. College Ministry 

 

Monday, March 20:  

 6:30 p.m. Trinity Circle  

 7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

 7:00 p.m. Scout Parents’ Meeting 

 

Tuesday, March 21: 

 9:30 a.m. Ruth Circle 

 1:00 p.m. UMW Reading Group  

 6:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 

     

 Wednesday, March 22: 

  2:00 p.m. Growth Group 

  6:30 p.m. Growth Groups 

  7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, March 23: 

  12:00 p.m. Senior Adult Lunch and Games 

    7:30 p.m.  Contemporary Band Practice 

 

Saturday, March 25: 

    10:00 a.m. Kid’s Cookie Baking and Easter Crafts 

                                    



Join in the Celebration of Kyle and Jessica! 
      As was announced several weeks ago, Jessica 

Watson, our director of connections, has accepted a 

position as the associate director of student ministries 

at First United Methodist Church in Richardson, 

Texas.  Jessica currently is in Greece as a part of her 

MDiv students with Logsdon Seminary. She will 

return this week and wrap up her responsibilities at 

Aldersgate during the week of March 26. Her 

husband, Kyle, our director of college ministry and 

the assistant chaplain at McMurry Unversity, has 

accepted a position as a program specialist with MSB 

Consulting, which started on March 13, but he will return to worship with our congregation 

next Sunday, March 26, which gives us a wonderful opportunity . . . 

      The Staff Parish Relations Committee would like to lead the charge in honoring Kyle and 

Jessica and thanking them for all of the amazing work, time and love they have poured into 

the AUMC family over the past few years. In order to do so, we will hold a reception on that 

Sunday, March 26, at 10 a.m. in the Chapel (also known as the Renewers classroom). Please 

join us for food, fellowship and one last chance to wish the Watsons farewell and good luck 

on this next chapter in their lives. You are welcome to bring cards, good luck messages and 

any gifts you would like to send with them to get them off to a great new start in Richardson.  

      We hope the people of Richardson appreciate the gift they are receiving in Jessica. Jessica 

joined the Aldersgate staff in August of 2014 to serve as the director of connections. As such, 

she has infused life and creativity into our Growth Group ministry and has formed and 

cultivated our First Impressions ministry and curated our art gallery in the main hallway. 

Jessica’s ability to build and maintain rich relationships has served her — and Aldersgate — well 

in all of her areas of responsibility.  

      Kyle’s theological education and experience and ministry undoubtedly will enrich the life of 

the Watsons’ new church community, even as he contributes to the well-being of the larger 

community through his new work with MSB. 

      Again, we at Aldersgate offer the Watsons our deepest gratitude and pray for them on their 

journey. Let’s thank them in person next Sunday at 10 a.m. in the Chapel. Grace and Peace.  

                    —  Brad Hicks, SPRC Chairperson 



College: Two Updates 

Children: Kids Night Out! 

      First, I would like to announce that Dennis Land will 

serve as interim director for college ministry until the end 

of the semester. Dennis (shown at left serving with Hope 

Sandoval at Bowie) has served as the student intern in the 

college ministry during the past two years. He will do a 

great job in engaging students at The Oaks meetings on 

Sunday nights at 7:30 p.m. in the Patio Room.  

      Second, I would like to invite all college students to 

participate in a new study, “Love Does,” which will start 

at The Oaks on Sunday night, March 26. Popular 

Christian author, lawyer and philanthropist Bob Goff, wrote the book several years ago. The 

study incorporates scripture, short films, excerpts from the book and great discussion questions. 

If you are interested in participating in the study or in attaining a copy of “Love Does,” please 

contact Dennis at (830) 928-3163 or dennis.land@outlook.com. Grace and Peace.  

          — Kyle Watson 

      Children who are in the 2nd through 5th 

grades are invited to Kids Night Out at the 

church on Friday, March 31. The fun will begin 

at 6:30 p.m., and the evening’s activities will 

conclude at 10:30p.m. And, parents, the cost is 

FREE! The kids always have a great time during 

these evenings, maybe because they get to run 

around the church in the dark, playing games like 

Sardines and Hide-and-go-Seek, and everyone’s 

favorite, Grog! So, yes, we will play games, and 

we’ll make a fun snack together and just enjoy 

each other’s company. I hope your child will be 

able to attend. If so, or if you have any questions, 

please contact me at (325) 660-5529 or at  

children@aldersgateabilene.org. Grace and Peace. 

    — Alayna Brooks  

mailto:dennis.land@outlook.com
mailto:children@aldersgateabilene.org


Budget for 2017 =     $  776,100.00 

Received This Week =   $      6,643.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    36,548.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $  156,378.00 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget =   $    (7,800.00) 

2017 Faith Promise Pledges = $    37,362.00 

2017 Faith Promise Contributions  $      4,563.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Tara Goodloe 

June Gill 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student 

Prayers:  

 

Presence and Gifts: 3.12.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust 

at 672-7893 or via email at mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

April 8:    Spring Planting at the Garden - South 19th and Amarillo streets 

April 23: Aldersgate Alive! - All-church outreach event on Sunday morning 

Service:  

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 156 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 126 

Sunday School = 183 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 



      I am sure of this: That he who began a good work in you  

will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. — Philippians 1:6 

      I am sure most of you have heard that I have been offered and accepted 

a new appointment as the pastor of the First United Methodist Church in 

Midland, Texas.  This means that God, through the leading of the bishop 

and cabinet (district superintendents) in consultation with our Staff-Parish Relations Committee, 

will be announcing the appointment Aldersgate’s next pastor within the next few days.  

      During these times of transition, it is important to remember our history. 

      In June of 1950, a new Methodist congregation was planted and began to hold worship 

services on the campus of then McMurry College because of the vision of the college’s president at 

the time, Dr. Harold G. Cooke. This is how God’s good work through Aldersgate United 

Methodist Church began.  The church met on the McMurry campus for its first six years, until 

building its first dedicated space for worship, the current Fellowship Hall. Through the past 67 

years, 16 pastors have lead the ministry and mission of this congregation.  

      This history reminds us, even when it feels like so much is changing, that many things will 

not change, including . . . 

 Aldersgate’s mission of raising up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus.  

 The Spirit of God, transforming our lives and equipping us to invite 

people on the journey of following Jesus. 

 The Good News and the calling to share it through faithful service 

and relationship building in the local mission field (McMurry, Bowie 

Elementary, Aldersgate Academy and our Neighborhood). 

      We could add to this list so much more, such as God’s love for us and the great love that the 

people of Aldersgate have for each other and for the world. 

      For example, the outpouring of love and support that Alayna and I and our family have 

received from you has been overwhelming. We  love you all!  As we prepare to say our see you laters 

towards the first of the summer, it is my hope that we all can stay focused and remain deeply 

committed to following Jesus and to supporting the church through our prayers, presence, gifts, 

service and witness.  May we not let up as God directs us in this new season, continuing the good 

work that has begun in us.  

      Remember the secret!                 



Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus


